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Today’s readings give us a strong warning against jealousy, intolerance and 
scandal.  In the first reading, we find jealousy, in its destructive form of envy, 
raising its ugly head in Moses’ assistant and successor, Joshua.  Moses and 
seventy future helpers were called by the Lord God to the Tent of Meeting for the 
Spirit-giving ordination ceremony. But two of the invitees were absent, and 
Joshua could not tolerate these absent men prophesying in the camp without 
receiving God’s Spirit in the Tent of Meeting. Moses had to instruct Joshua to be 
tolerant. This selection is intended to provide a Biblical background for Jesus’ 
response to the same kind of jealousy noticed in his apostles. In the second 
reading, James warns the rich against giving scandal by their denial of social 
justice to their workers in refusing to give them a living wage, by ignoring the 
needs of others and by condemning and murdering the innocent and the 
righteous. Baptism commits every Christian to work for social justice through 
peaceable means.  

The apostles wanted to reserve God's love and healing power to themselves as 
the "sole owners" and "authorized distributors"! We hear John complaining to 
Jesus that a stranger was driving out demons in Jesus’ Name, though he was not 
of their company.  They want Jesus to condemn the man.  As occasionally 
unsuccessful exorcists, they may have been jealous of this stranger.  Jesus, 
however, reprimands his disciples for their jealousy and suspicion and invites 
them to broaden their vision and to recognize God's power wherever it is 
found.  Like Moses in the first reading, Jesus challenges a rigid understanding of 
ministerial legitimacy. He wants the apostles to rejoice in the good that others are 
doing, for God is the Doer of all good.  Jesus enunciates a principle for his 
disciples: "Anyone who is not against us is for us."  God can and does use anyone 
to do His work.  

The invitation to proclaim the good news of salvation, in both word and work, is 
not restricted to the twelve apostles or seventy disciples but extended to anyone 
who will hear and respond to it “in Jesus’ name.” The Church has no monopoly on 
God's work, truth, love or power to heal and reconcile.  The work of the Kingdom 
is not confined to the baptized, although it is certainly our special work. This 
lesson is especially valuable today. Intolerance rising from fear and envy has a 



long history in the Christian Church and Christians are still known for a spirit of 
intolerance.  Ask the average person on the street what he/she thinks is a 
Christian attitude, and he/she will use words like "judgmental," "narrow-minded," 
"dogmatic," "condemning," and "intolerant."  The road to the brotherly love Jesus 
commands must begin with each of us. It is through mutual respect that we find 
common ground with others and discover strengths in different beliefs.   

 The truly dangerous people to whom Jesus is referring are those evil ones who 
wear the mantle of religious leadership, and at the same time, by their counter-
witness, turn the weak and the innocent away from God, and cause them to 
sin.  Today, we know the irreparable harm done to the Church and the faithful by 
the scandals of clerical sex abuse.  Likewise, scandal is often given by unorthodox 
theologians and false preachers, who propagate their anti-Christian ideas under 
the guise of Biblical and psychological research. Our major social institutions — 
the news media, the Internet, law, public education, and the entertainment 
industry -- under the guise of “freedom of speech and expression,” often seem 
hostile towards religion, erecting stumbling blocks to believers.  We have an 
obligation to make known, with Christian courage, our views on these matters so 
as to protect the innocent. 

By the startling words about self-mutilation, Jesus means that we must cut out of 
our lives all practices that keep us away from God and retain only those habits 
that draw us closer to God.  Jesus is setting before all his disciples the one 
supreme goal in life that is worth any sacrifice. That goal is God Himself and His 
will for our lives, which alone leads us to everlasting peace and happiness.  Just as 
a doctor might remove a limb or some part of the body in order to preserve the 
life of the whole body, so we must be ready to part with anything which causes us 
to sin and which leads us or others to spiritual death.  Billy Graham has a fantastic 
way of summing up this Gospel message by concluding his Crusades with a final 
challenge: "Decide! Cut away anything that prevents you from a radical decision 
for Jesus Christ! Decide for Christ!" 

The Gospel invites us to respect the gifts and charisms of all those who work in 
Jesus’ name. Though we need not and cannot accept all the viewpoints of those 
who are opposed to us, Jesus teaches us to respect them and their viewpoints. All 
have a right to their own views and thoughts. How wrong we are in thinking that 



we alone are right, all others are wrong; we alone possess the truth, others do 
not; we alone possess a monopoly over salvation. This does not mean we accept 
anything and everything from anybody and agree with it. We too should have our 
own personal convictions. Tolerance involves a respect for various aspects and 
facets of the truth. Intolerance gives the impression that nothing is true beyond 
what our eyes can see. Again, is this also not a sign of arrogance? How difficult it 
is for us not to hate the person himself when we hate his/her views/ beliefs/ 
opinions! Jesus calls us to build up a truly tolerant and inclusive society.  

 


