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One day, as St. Teresa of Calcutta and her Missionaries of Charity were serving 
the poorest of the poor on the streets of Calcutta, they happened to see a man 
lying in the gutter, very near to death. He was filthy, dressed in little more than a 
rag and flies swarmed around his body. Immediately, Mother Teresa embraced 
him, spoke to him softly and began to pick out the maggots that were nesting in 
his flesh. A passerby was repulsed by the sight of the man and exclaimed to 
Mother Teresa, “I wouldn’t do that for a million dollars.” Her response was 
immediate, “Neither would I!” Obviously, monetary gain did not motivate the 
small woman known as the Saint of Calcutta; but love did. In her writings, Mother 
Teresa frequently affirmed the motivating power of love. Quoting Jesus in 
today’s Gospel, she wrote, “Jesus said, ‘Love one another. Such as my love has 
been for you, so must your love be for each other.’” She continued, “We must 
grow in love, and to do this we must go on loving and loving and giving and 
giving until it hurts – the way Jesus did. Do ordinary things with extraordinary 
love: little things, like caring for the sick and the homeless, the lonely and the 
unwanted, washing and cleaning for them.” Elsewhere, Mother Teresa remarked 
that the greatest disease in the West today is not tuberculosis, leprosy or even 
A.I.D.S.; it is being unwanted, uncared for, and not loved.  

Today’s readings are about new things; the New Jerusalem, a new Heaven and a 
new earth, and a new commandment. In the reading taken from the Book of 
Revelation, God tells us that His saving and healing work in the world is ongoing: 
“See, I am making all things new” (Revelation 21:5a).  The first reading, taken 
from the Acts of the Apostles, describes how the small Christian communities 
helped the work of renewal in their members by their agápe love, imitating 
the agápe love of Paul and Barnabas. The second reading, taken from the Book 
of Revelation, explains how God renews His Church by being present in her 
members and in their parish communities and liturgical celebrations.  

Today’s Gospel passage gives us the secret of Christian renewal as the faithful 
practice of Jesus’ new commandment:  “Love one another as I have loved 
you” (John 13:35). Jesus has added a new element to the Old Testament 
command of love by telling us that the true test of discipleship is to love other 
people in the same way that He has loved us. Hence, the renewal of Christian life 
means a radical change of vision and a reordering of our priorities in life. Such a 
renewal brings us to embrace new attitudes, new values and new standards of 
relating to God, to other people and, indeed, to our whole environment. For most 
of us, “renewal” is something that comes at different stages in our lives, each 
time bringing us to a deeper understanding, insight and commitment. 



The command of Jesus is both new and old. It repeats the precept of Lev 19:18 
to love one’s neighbor as one’s self. What is new is that this love characterizes 
the new life inaugurated by Jesus and is proof of one’s love for God (1 Jn. 4:7). 
Jesus’ new commandment calls for love without limits, conditions, or 
prerequisites. Jesus speaks of agápe, a love that requires total commitment and 
trust. It is the kind of love with which God loves us, a love that should be the 
model of the love we have for others.  This love should be more than just a warm 
feeling toward others; it should be a compassionate gift of ourselves to meet the 
spiritual and bodily needs of our brothers and sisters. Agápe implies a reaching 
out to others in a caring attitude for their wellbeing without expecting any favor 
in return. It is strong, positive, difficult, determined action. To love, in fact, is to 
know God—”Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love” (1 John 
4:7-8). The early Christians practiced this love literally. That is why Tertullian 
stated that the heathens held the Christian congregations in high regard: “See, 
how these Christians love one another!”   

Generally the word love is used by us mainly in contexts which imply deep 
affection, emotional attraction and a good feeling when the beloved is around or 
even just thought of. That is not quite the meaning of the word in this context. In 
the present context, which is the time after the washing of the feet of the 
disciples, the word love implies a reaching out to others in a caring attitude for 
their well-being, irrespective of whether there will be a similar response by the 
other. It is the compassion that Jesus shows for the sinner and the evil person. 
He even washed the feet of Judas. It is why the true Christian disciple does not 
in fact have enemies. This is what Jesus is doing in praying for forgiveness for 
those who were nailing him to the cross. He loves them not as close friends 
obviously, but as people who truly needed enlightenment about what they were 
doing not just to him but to themselves. Jesus cared for each and every person. 
Jesus’ attention here in the farewell discourse, as well as John’s attention in his 
epistles, is on the crucial stage of promoting the love between disciples. The 
community is to continue to manifest God as Jesus has done, thereby shining as 
a light in the world. 

 We are asked to love as Jesus loved, in the ordinary course of our lives.  This 
means that we should love others by allowing ourselves to be moved with pity 
for them. We love others by responding to their everyday needs. We can show 
love by materially sharing with those who have less. We love others by 
comforting and protecting those who have experienced loss.  We love others by 
serving others in every possible way no matter how small.  We love others by 
forgiving rather than condemning, by challenging rather than condoning.  We 
love others by responding to the call of God in our lives and by walking in the 
footsteps of Jesus. We love others by making sacrifices for them.  This is 
how the world will know that we are the Disciples of Christ. 


