
Father Abraham’s Homily  

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time (Oct 21): Is 53:10-11; Heb 4:14-16; Mk 10:35-45 

"I discovered that Service is Joy": It may sound unbelievable, but it is true that Asia's 
first Nobel Prize winner in Literature (1913), Rabindranath Tagore, was behind the 
three great national anthems of three nations, viz. Bangladesh, India and Sri Lanka. He 
was also the first non-Westerner to win the Nobel Prize in literature in 1913. He wrote 
this short poem:  

I slept and dreamt that life was Joy;  
Then I awoke and realized  
that life was Service.  
And then I went to work - and, lo  
and behold, I discovered that  
Service is Joy.  

Today’s Gospel teaches us that true happiness comes from surrendering ourselves 
completely in humble service to God through Jesus Christ. And all we need is a 
servant's heart, mind, eyes and touch. The first reading is a messianic prophecy taken 
from the Fourth Servant Song in the second part of the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.  The 
Servant of the first reading intercedes with God for the people, taking upon himself their 
wrongdoings and accepting the punishment their sins have incurred. This passage 
speaks of the servant as giving “his life as an offering for sin.”  The prophecy was 
realized in Jesus who lived and died for others. Out of love, Jesus, the servant, lived 
and died so that the unjust might know God’s justification. The second reading, taken 
from the letter to the Hebrews, notes that Jesus responded to the call of his Father and 
became the mediator for the people. The reading speaks of a High Priest who is able to 
sympathize with us in our weakness because he has been tested in every way, though 
sinless, and so we can “confidently” hope for God’s mercy.  

 Our Gospel reading for today is another classic text on the question of ambition.  For 
the third time, Jesus predicts his own death.  In spite of Jesus’ two previous 
predictions, James and John are still thinking of Jesus as a revolutionary freedom 
fighter. They share their contemporaries’ Jewish belief that the Messiah will be a 
political king, sitting on David's throne and ruling over a re-united Israel.  They are sure 
that the purpose of Jesus’ final trip to Jerusalem is to overthrow the Roman 
rulers.  Hence, they want an assurance from Jesus that he will make them his first- and 
second-in-command in his messianic kingdom.  According to Middle Eastern custom, 
the seats on the right and left sides of the host were the places of honor, granted to his 
closest friends and associates, or those he wished particularly to recognize. The 
request of James and John reveals their lack of understanding of true leadership.  They 
are looking for positions of power and prestige.  They think that leadership comes from 
where you sit rather than from how you serve.   

Jesus tells his disciples plainly what his mission is, how he is going to accomplish it and 
what should be the criteria of greatness among his disciples.  He summarizes his 
mission in one sentence: “The Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.”  It is in service and humility, Jesus says that one will 



find true greatness in the eyes of God. Jesus also explains that he is going to 
accomplish his mission by undergoing crucifixion, offering himself as a sacrifice to save 
people from their sins.  Here, he challenges his apostles to share not only his power, but 
his service, by sacrificing themselves for others as he will do.  According to Jesus, 
greatness consists not in what we have, nor in what we can get from others but in what 
we give to others.   

We are challenged to give our lives in loving service to others. To become an authentic 
disciple of Jesus means to put ourselves in the humble, demanding role of servant to 
others, to seek intentionally the happiness and fulfillment of those whom we love, 
regardless of the cost to ourselves.  The best place to begin the process of “self-
giving" service is in our own homes and in the workplace.  We have to look upon our 
education, training, and experience as preparation for service to others.  Whatever may 
be our place in society -- whether important or unimportant -- we can serve.  We should 
learn to serve with a smile.  This is possible whether we are in military service, social 
service, law, medical service, government or business. We get chances to serve others 
every day- nurses serve their patients, teachers their students, parents serve the needs 
of their children, and spouses serve each another.   

In our parishes, we are also called to serve not to be served. If we want to be 
leaders, we must learn to be available, accountable, and vulnerable. This triad --- 
availability, accountability, and vulnerability --- qualifies us for what Robert Greenleaf 
has called Servant Leadership. “Life becomes harder for us when we live for others, but 
it also becomes richer and happier.” —Albert Schweitzer 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus connects service with suffering. Suffering and service go hand 
in hand.  First, service always involves suffering because one cannot help another 
without some personal sacrifice.  Second, God always invites those who suffer to put 
their suffering at the service of others by uniting it with the salvific suffering of 
Jesus.  Third, we must learn to be sensitive to the suffering of those around us.  One 
way to cultivate this sensitivity is to focus on the needs of others rather than on our 
own needs. There can be no success without sacrifice. As we celebrate the World 
Mission Sunday let us pray for the missions and missionaries. Let us support the 
missions with our resources as well. Let us do bring about good news amidst us by 
being the servants of all. 


