
    BAPTISM OF THE LORD (Is 40:1-11; TITUS 2:11-14; LUKE 3:15-22 

Sunday, January 13 Father Abraham 

Fr. Bill Bausch describes in one of his books George Washington Carver, the great black agricultural scientist 

who did a lot of research work on the commercial and medical uses of the lowly peanut.  He built a great industry 

through his scientific endeavors.  In January 1921 he was brought to Washington, D.C., to the Ways and Means 

Committee to explain his work on the peanut.   As a black man, he was last on the list and so, after three days of 

waiting, he finally walked up the aisle to speak, ignoring the racial comments and ridicule.  Later he wrote in his 

autobiography, "Whatever they said of me, I knew that I was a child of God, and so I said to myself inwardly, 

‘Almighty God, let me carry out your will.’"  He got to the podium and was told that he had twenty minutes to 

speak.  Carver opened up his display case and began to explain his project.  So engaging was his discussion that 

those twenty minutes went all too quickly and the chairman rose and asked for an extension so he could continue 

his presentation, which he did for an hour and three-quarters.  They voted him four more extensions so he spoke 

for several hours.  At the end of his talk they all stood up and gave him a long round of applause.  And all that 

happened because he knew who, and Whose, he was and because he refused to be defined by the labels of his 

culture.  The feast of the Baptism of our Lord reminds us of who we are and Whose we are.  

 The Baptism of the Lord is the great event celebrated by the Eastern churches on the feast of Epiphany, because 

it is the occasion of the first public revelation of all Three Persons in the Holy Trinity, and the official revelation 

of Jesus as the Son of God to the world by God the Father.  It is also an event described by all four gospels, and it 

marks the beginning of Jesus' public ministry.  The liturgical season of Christmas comes to a conclusion this 

Sunday with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord.   

Neither John nor Jesus invented baptism.  It had been practiced for centuries among the Jews as a ritual 

equivalent to our Confession. Until the fall of the Temple in 72 A.D., it was common for Jewish people to use a 

special pool called a MIKVEH -- literally a "collection of water" – as a means of spiritual cleansing, to remove 

spiritual impurity and sin.  Men took this bath weekly on the eve of the Sabbath; women, monthly.  Converts were 

also expected to take this bath before entering Judaism.  The Orthodox Jews still retain the rite. John preached 

that such a bath was a necessary preparation for the cataclysm that would be wrought by the coming 

Messiah.  Jesus transformed this continuing ritual into the one single, definitive act by which we begin our life of 

faith.  In effect he fused his divine essence with the water and the ceremony.  

The baptism by John was a very important event in the life of Jesus.  First, it was a moment of decision.  It 

marked the end of Jesus' private life, which prepared him for his public ministry.  Second, it was a moment of 

identification with his people in their God-ward movement initiated by John the Baptist.  Third, it was a moment 

of approval. Jesus might have been waiting for a signal of approval from his heavenly Father and during his 

baptism Jesus got this approval of himself as the Father's "beloved Son.”  Fourth, it was a moment of 

conviction.  At baptism Jesus received certainties from heaven about his identity and the nature of his mission: He 

was the "Chosen One" and the "beloved Son of God.” And his mission of saving mankind would be fulfilled not 

by conquering the Romans, but by becoming the "suffering servant" of God by the cross.  Fifth, it was a moment 

of equipment.  By descending on Jesus in the form of a dove, the Holy Spirit equipped Jesus with the power of 

preaching the "Good News.” This preaching would contrast to the "axe" and "fire" preaching of John the Baptist 

about an angry God's judgment on sinners.   

The baptism of Jesus reminds us of our identity and mission.  First, it reminds us of who we are and Whose we 

are.  By baptism we become sons and daughters of God, brothers and sisters of Jesus, members of his Church, 

heirs of heaven and temples of the Holy Spirit.  Hence "baptism is the basis of the whole Christian life, the 



gateway to life in the Spirit and the door which gives access to the other Sacraments" (CCC 1213).  Most of us 

dipped the fingers of our right hands into the holy water font and blessed ourselves when we came into church 

today.  Why?  This blessing is supposed to remind us of our baptism.  And so when I bless myself with holy 

water, I should be thinking of the fact that I am a child of God; that I have been redeemed by the Cross of Christ; 

that I have been made a member of God’s family and that I have been washed, forgiven, cleansed and purified by 

the blood of the Lamb.   

 

 This is the day for us to remember the graces we received in baptism and to renew our baptismal vows: On the 

day of our baptism, as Pope John Paul II explains, "We were anointed with the oil of catechumens, the sign of 

Christ's gentle strength, to fight against evil.  Blessed water was poured over us, an effective sign of interior 

purification through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  We were then anointed with chrism to show that we were thus 

consecrated in the image of Jesus, the Father's Anointed One.  The candle lighted from the paschal candle was a 

symbol of the light of faith which our parents and godparents must have continually safeguarded and nourished 

with the life-giving grace of the Spirit."  This is also a day for us to renew our baptismal vows by consecrating 

ourselves to the Holy Trinity and "by rejecting Satan and all his empty promises," which our profane world is 

constantly offering us through its mass media of communication.  Let us ask Our Lord today to make us faithful 

to our Baptismal promises.  Let us thank Him for the privilege of being joined to His mission of preaching the 

‘Good News’ by our transparent Christian lives of love, mercy, service and forgiveness.    


