
Palm Sunday [April 14] 2019-Father Abraham 

 Constantine the Great was the first Christian Roman emperor. His father Constantius I who 
succeeded Diocletian as Emperor in 305 A.D. was a pagan with a soft heart for Christians. When 
he ascended the throne, he discovered that many Christians held important jobs in the 
government and in the court. So, he issued an executive order to all those Christians: “Either give 
up Christ or give up your jobs.” The great majority of Christians gave up their jobs rather than 
disowning Christ. Only a few cowards gave up their religion rather than lose their jobs. The 
emperor was pleased with the majority who showed the courage of their convictions and gave 
their jobs back to them saying: “If you will not be true to your God you will not be true to me 
either.” Today we join the Palm Sunday crowd in spirit to declare our loyalty to Christ and 
fidelity to his teachings by actively participating in the Palm Sunday liturgy. As we carry the 
palm leaves to our homes, we are declaring our choice to accept Jesus as the King and ruler of 
our lives and our families. Let us express our gratitude to Christ Jesus for redeeming us by his 
suffering and death, through our active participation in the Holy Week liturgy.  

The Church celebrates today as Palm Sunday and Passion Sunday.  It is on Palm Sunday that we 
enter Holy Week, welcoming Jesus into our lives, asking him to allow us a share in his suffering, 
death and resurrection. This is the time of the year when we stop to remember and relive the 
events which brought about our redemption and salvation. The Holy Week liturgies present us 
with the actual events of the dying and rising of Jesus.  These liturgies enable us to experience in 
our lives here and now what Jesus went through then.  In other words, what we commemorate 
and relive during this week is not just Jesus’ dying and rising, but our own dying and rising in 
Him, which result in our healing, reconciliation, and redemption. By actively participating in the 
Holy Week liturgies, we are allowing Jesus to forgive us our sins, heal the wounds in us caused 
by our sins and the sins of others and transform us more completely into the image and likeness 
of God.  In this way, we will be able to live more fully the divine life we received at Baptism.   

In the middle section of the book of the prophet Isaiah, chapters 40-55, there are four short 
passages which scholars have called the Songs of the Suffering Servant.  Today's first reading is 
the third Servant Song. These four songs are about a mysterious figure whose suffering brings 
about a benefit for the people.  In the original author's mind, the servant was probably a figure 
for the people of Israel, or for a faithful remnant within the people. However, Jesus saw aspects 
of his own life and mission foreshadowed in the Servant Songs, and the church refers to them in 
this time of solemn meditation on the climax of Jesus' life.  In today’s Psalm, the psalmist puts 
his trust in Yahweh for deliverance and salvation.  The context of this day's worship also 
conveys Jesus’ confidence in God’s protection in the midst of his trial and crucifixion.  

Second Reading, Philippians 2:6-11  is an ancient Christian hymn representing a very early 
Christian understanding of who Jesus is, and of how his mission saves us from sin and death.  It 
is a message that Paul received from those who had been converted to Christ.  “Jesus was divine 
from all eternity.  But, he didn't cling to that. Rather he emptied himself and became human.  He 
accepted further humbling by obeying [the constraints of the] human condition even unto death 
by crucifixion.  So, God highly exalted him, giving him the highest title in the 
universe.”  Christians reading this passage today are joined with the first people who ever 



pondered the meaning of Jesus' life and mission.  We're singing their song, reciting their creed, 
during this special time of the year when we remember the most important things Our Lord did. 
In the mystery of the Redemptive suffering of the Lord, we participate in the cross of Christ.   

St. Paul put it this way in his Letter to the Colossians: “in my body I am filling up what is 
lacking in the afflictions of Christ on behalf of His Body, which is the Church.”  We are the 
Church.  We all are making up for what is lacking. But how can there be a deficiency in Christ’s 
sacrifice?  The answer is this: we are entrusted with the proclamation of the Kingdom of 
God.  The only way we can do this is by living the Life of Christ.  That is why we are called 
Christians.   

We make Christ real in the world.  Our living His Life includes our embracing His Sacrifice.  We 
unite our pains and sorrows to the Lord as our part in making the presence of the Suffering 
Savior real in the world.  One of the great beauties of our faith is that there is value in every 
aspect of the Christian’s life, even those aspects of life that are full of pain. So we give it all to 
the Lord.   We give Him our joy and our pain.  If our health is poor or failing, if our lives are not 
going as we hoped, whatever pain we have, we give it to Him.  We unite everything to the Cross 
so others can experience the Sacrificial Love of Jesus in our lives. “Have you ever met a truly 
holy person?”   If you have, and I am sure we all have, we can’t help but realize that for that 
person, pain is secondary.  The only thing that matters for him or her is Christ.  And his or her 
very suffering provides us with the experience of Christ’s Redemptive Presence. He or she is 
making up for what is lacking in the Cross of Christ: the participation of His people.  

 We focus on the cross today, and throughout this Holy Week. We unite our pains to Jesus’ 
pains.  We receive His healing through His Cross.  And we bring His Healing to others by 
allowing them to experience the Power of the Cross at work in our lives. We are called to 
participate in Redemptive Suffering.  


