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Father Abraham 

Mahatma Gandhi was first and foremost a man of prayer. He faithfully began each day at four 

in the morning with an hour’s prayer in the little sanctuary he had arranged in his modest 

home. His phenomenal success and unparalleled fame as a freedom fighter can be ascribed to 

his indomitable patience and tenacity and his unshakable Faith in God. In a word, Gandhi, like 

every devoutly religious person and successful person, worked as though all depended on him, 

but prayed as though all depended on God. Gandhi once said: “I am neither a man of letters nor 

of science, but I humbly claim to be a man of prayer. It is prayer that has saved my life. Without 

it I would have lost my reason long ago. If I did not lose my peace of soul in the midst of my 

many trials, it is because of the peace that came to me through prayer. One can live several 

days without food, but not without prayer. Prayer is the key to each morning and the lock to 

each evening. Let everyone try this experience and they will find that daily prayer will add 

something new to their lives, something which cannot be found elsewhere. 

Today’s readings are mainly about perseverance in prayer, constancy in prayer and trust in God 

as we pray. They are also about the Trustworthiness and Justice of God, a Justice that reaches 

out to the poor and the weak, enabling them to fight against injustice. In the first reading, 

Moses, after sending Joshua to fight against Amalek, is presented as making tireless 

intercession with constancy for the victory of Israel’s army. Both Moses and the widow in 

today’s Gospel story teach us how we should pray. In the second reading, St. Paul instructs 

Timothy to persevere in his ministry, to proclaim the word of God with persistence in all 

circumstances.  At the time Paul was writing, pressure groups were trying to force Timothy to 

water down the doctrines of Faith. Therefore, Paul advised Timothy to “preach the word, stay 

with the task, whether convenient or inconvenient, correcting, reproving, appealing, constantly 

teaching and never losing patience.”   

When Luke wrote this Gospel, the Parousia or Second Coming of Jesus had been delayed 

beyond what the early Church had expected. In addition, the Church was experiencing 

persecution from both the Jews and the Romans. The persecuted early Christians were finding 

it increasingly difficult to maintain their Faith. Hence, today’s Gospel lesson addresses the 

issues of Faith in difficult times. It reassures the disciples that God is listening to their persistent 

prayers and will grant them justice and vindicate their Faith in the end. The Gospel today seems 

to be a classic example of the link between perseverance and blessing. Luke sets the story in 

the context of a challenge Jesus makes to his disciples to pray always and not lose heart, that is, 

to persevere in prayer and receive God’s blessings. 

The widow in Jesus’ parable had one powerful weapon, a dogged persistence which gave the 

judge no peace. Her persistence was a very public event, and the entire community witnessed 

the widow’s repeated encounters with the judge. By publicly badgering the judge every day, the 

woman was trying to shame this shameless person.  
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Finally, the unjust judge was forced to yield.  Hence, this parable is not only about the efficacy 

of persistent prayer, but also about the character of God, His Trustworthiness and Justice, a 

type of Justice that reaches out to the poor and the weak, enabling them to fight against 

injustice. God’s Justice goes far beyond human limits and can bring fullness of life to the 

poorest and the most vulnerable people in our world.  

Jesus is asking us to persevere in prayer that opens our hearts and minds to God’s always 

available grace. Prayer does not seek to move God’s heart for what we want. Prayer opens our 

own heart and spirit to what God wants for us.  God hears the cry of the people, and God 

answers that cry speedily, although that does not seem to fit with our actual experience of 

unanswered prayer. That is because God answers us by His active presence in our lives. For God 

is intimately present in all the turmoil and terror of life, vindicating those who cry out in Faith. 

God is, in fact, with us, even before the cry for help leaves our mouth. God is present, 

experiencing our pain and distress, and Jesus is the illustration and guarantee of that Truth. In 

his ministry, Jesus shared this immediacy of God’s love for the deaf, blind, diseased, mentally ill, 

poor, weak, despised, alone and the crippled, as well as for the dead and those who mourned 

them. His response to the cries of people was speedy. But Jesus himself seemed to be God-

forsaken on the cross. God was in Jesus, bearing our sins and carrying our sorrows. The same 

God is with us, savoring the joy of our laughter and feeling the agony of pain and grief, as our 

Immanuel: God-with-us.  

It is ideal that we start our prayers by reading from the Bible, especially the Psalms and the 

Gospels. Formal, memorized and liturgical prayers are also essential for the Christian prayer life. 

Personal prayer is of great importance in our life of prayer. Talking to God in our own words — 

praising Him, thanking Him and presenting our needs before Him — transforms our whole life 

into prayer. We should perfect our prayers by bringing ourselves into God’s presence during 

our work several times during the day and by offering all that we are, all that we have and all 

that we do to God. This will help us to bring all our successes and failures, joys and sorrows, 

highs and lows to God in prayer. Along with formal and memorized prayers, this type of prayer 

life enables us to pray always and pray with constancy and trusting perseverance. 

 


